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Welcome to God’s House 
 

Are the beautiful truths of the gospel, not least those taught by Jesus in John 6, easy for us to grasp? Not 

at all! In fact, for fallen mankind along with his sinful nature and reason they are impossible. This 

weekend we recognize that fact and the call to sacrifice our logic and for our God-given faith. Only 

through faith can our reason be overcome as we receive and rejoice in the saving truths of the gospel. 
 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Hymn                    As We Begin Another Week   CW #223                      

           Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now  CW #230  
                    
Invocation 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 
 
Confession of Sins 
 
M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 
M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C: Holy God, gracious Father, 

   I am sinful by nature  

          and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

   I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

         I have not loved others as I should.     

   I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: 

    God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 
 
M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 



 
Lord, Have Mercy - Kyrie, eleison 
 
M: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Glory to God  - Gloria in excelsis        TRURO 
 

 
 

 



The Word 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
M: Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence and 

offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to you, 

and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Scripture Reading         Proverbs 9:1-6 
 
Wisdom has built her house; 

    she has set up its seven pillars. 
2 She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine; 

    she has also set her table. 
3 She has sent out her servants, and she calls 

    from the highest point of the city, 
4     “Let all who are simple come to my house!” 

To those who have no sense she says, 
5     “Come, eat my food 

    and drink the wine I have mixed. 
6 Leave your simple ways and you will live; 

    walk in the way of insight.”          

 

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm 1          CW, page ___ 

 
 
Scripture Reading               Ephesians 5:15-20 
 
15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s 

will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 

Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music 

from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

      



M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation           Hebrews 4:12 
 
M: Alleluia. The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, discerning the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia.  

C:  

 

 

 
 
Gospel                                         John 6:51-58                 
 
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This 

bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 
53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will 

raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my 

flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live 

because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came 

down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live 

forever.”  

 

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
Hymn of the Day                 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace   CW #185  

 
 
Sermon                    

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

        born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 



    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church,  

            the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Offering Hymn                      We Give Thee But Thine Own   CW #485:1-2 

  
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If you are a visitor, 

please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.                      
 
C: ♫   We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 

May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive 

And gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our firstfruits give. 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
M: Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us with peace today as we 

ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Guide our lives today as we see clearly 

the path you have laid out for us. Work in us today through your Spirit that our thoughts, words, 

and actions glorify you and serve our neighbor. 

C: Fill us with the Word we have heard today and move us to believe it and live it. 
 
M: Forgive us for the times we hear your Word but fail to live it in our lives. Break down the apathy 

that lurks in us and leads us to ignore eternal realities. Convict us with your law and then fill us so 

full of your gospel that we overflow with zeal to do your will. 

C: Give us thankful hearts to live and love with joy. 
 
M: Guard and guide us as we live in a society that despises what you say about marriage. Lead 

husbands and wives to love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Move parents 

to grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus even when their children grow 

up. 

C: Protect us from the evil that surrounds us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
 
M: Provide your divine compass for those who govern us by making laws and setting policies. Give 

us respect for those who protect us from crime and aggression. Lead us to value the rights of our 

fellow citizens and to care for those who cannot care for themselves. 

C: Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 
 



M: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief 

and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their 

sins and opened the gates of heaven.  

C: Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in your grace. 
 
M: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. (Pour out your 

special blessing on…here name the person and the cause of the petition.) Fill eager minds with 

wisdom to discover new ways to treat disease and illness. Give patience and compassion to 

those who care for the sick and dying. 

C: Lift the eyes of the dying to your love in Christ. 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 
M: Eternal Lord, you guide the world with your mighty power and love all people because your Son 

lived and died and rose again. Hear our prayers, spoken and in silence, and answer them in your 

wisdom and grace. 

C: We pray in Jesus’ name and the prayer he taught us… 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

    and the power and the glory  

    forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn                             Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening   CW #283   

 

 

Stand 

 

 

Prayer  
 



M; Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Blessing 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 
 

 

Closing Hymn                  God Be With You Til We Meet Again   CW #327         

 

 

 
This Week at Zion 

 
 Today:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m. Worship 
    
 Mon:    7:00 p.m.    Elders meeting 
 
 Thu:    7:00 p.m.    Worship with Holy Communion 
  
 Sun:    7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 
  
Baptism   Colton James Bartel, son of Dan and Rachel, was baptized in a private ceremony at home 

last Sunday (August 15th). He was born on  

In Our Prayers     

 

Save Your Meditations 
 
Sunday School Kickoff / Church Picnic / Fall Schedule   Remember that we switch from our summer 

worship schedule to our school year schedule on Sunday, September 12th. That day we’ll have just one 

combined worship service at 9:45 a.m., followed by our church picnic. That’s also the start day for our 

Sunday School, which begins at 8:30 a.m. for grades Pre-K through 8th grade. 
 
Church Picnic   Again, September 12th is the day for our annual church picnic and this year there will 

even be FOOD and GAMES (unlike last year). We will provide the refreshments and the main course 

(hamburgers, brats, hot ham, hot dogs, etc…) and we’d love if you could bring a salad and / or dessert. 

There will be a cookie and dessert bar contest as well as a bags (cornhole) tournament and bounce 

house for the kids - sign up on the bulletin board today. Please try to keep September 12th free on your 

calendar so you can join your congregation family for a morning of worship, food, fun, and fellowship! 
 



Sunday School Teachers Needed   To have a successful Sunday School, it’s necessary to have a 

dedicated staff of teachers. We have been blessed for many years with members willing to volunteer 

their time and talents to serve the Lord and Zion in this way. We still need a couple of teachers (or 

more) to join our teacher team. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to make a difference in the 

spiritual and eternal lives of our congregation’s children. Contact Pastor Bode (revsdb@aol.com or 

262483.0407) if you have any questions.  
 
We thank the organists who served this weekend: Anne Drewa on Thursday and Barb Olsen on Sunday.  
 
The flowers on the altar today were placed to God’s glory by ____________ 
 
There are still a number of newsletters, calendars, and copies of the August Forward in Christ available 

on the cabinets in the entryway. The next edition of Meditations is also available to be picked up.  
 
Have you checked your church mailboxes lately?   If you haven’t, there should at least be a contribution 

statement for the first half of this year. If you have any questions, contact our financial secretary – Gene 

Salzman, at 262.323.1990. 
 
Forward in Christ   The current issue of the FIC tackles some often-asked questions about the 

Bible…does it contradict itself?  Can there be different interpretations? On top of that, a woman who 

literally walked through the valley of the shadow of death shares her thoughts on Psalm 23. It’s a tear 

jerking story of a Christian who put her faith into action.  
 
Away at College?  College students (or parents of college students): if you or your college-bound 

student is going away to school this fall, please write down your contact information (address, phone, 

and e-mail) and e-mail it to Pastor Bode at revsdb@aol.com. Thank you.  
 
Golf Outing   Christian Life Resources invites you to its 5th Annual Golf outing to support its ministry. The 

scramble format event will be held at Ironwood Golf Course (Sussex) on Tuesday, August 31st, with a 

shotgun start at 11:00 a.m. The day includes lunch around the turn, 18 holes of golf, various raffles, and 

chances to win prizes with a wristband. We will conclude with a buffet dinner and announce the 

winners! Cost is $90 / person or $340 / foursome.  
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